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In 1732 Ambrose Madison, grandfather of the future president, languished for weeks in a sickbed then died.
The death, soon after his arrival on the plantation, bore hallmarks of what planters assumed to be traditional
African medicine. African slaves were suspected of poisoning their master.

For Montpelier, his estate, and for Virginia, this was a watershed moment. Murder at Montpelier: Igbo
Africans in Virginia examines the consequences of Madison's death and the ways in which this event shaped
both white slaveholding society and the surrounding slave culture.

At Montpelier, now owned by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and open to the public, Igbo
slaves under the directions of white overseers had been felling trees, clearing land, and planting tobacco and
other crops for five years before Madison arrived. This deadly initial encounter between American colonial
master and African slave community irrevocably changed both whites and blacks.

This book explores the many broader meanings of this suspected murder and its aftermath. It weaves
together a series of transformations that followed, such as the negotiation of master-slave relations, the
transformation of Igbo culture in the New World, and the social memory of a particular slave community.
For the first time, the book presents the larger history of the slave community at James Madison's
Montpelier-over the five generations from the 1720s through the 1850s and beyond. Murder at Montpelier:
Igbo Africans in Virginia revises many assumptions about how Africans survived enslavement, the middle
passage, and grueling labor as chattel in North America. The importance of Igbo among the colonial slave
population makes this work a controversial reappraisal of how Africans made themselves "African
Americans" in Virginia.

Douglas B. Chambers is a professor in the history department at the University of Southern Mississippi.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Parnell:

The book Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book
Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jerri Montgomery:

The event that you get from Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia may be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Murder at Montpelier: Igbo
Africans in Virginia instantly.

Nancy Collins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia.

Sylvia Grable:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Murder at Montpelier: Igbo Africans in Virginia can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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