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This book explores the politics of race, censuses, and citizenship, drawing on the complex history of
questions about race in the U.S. and Brazilian censuses. It reconstructs the history of racial categorization in
American and Brazilian censuses from each country’s first census in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
up through the 2000 census. It sharply challenges certain presumptions that guide scholarly and popular
studies, notably that census bureaus are (or are designed to be) innocent bystanders in the arena of politics,
and that racial data are innocuous demographic data.

Using previously overlooked historical sources, the book demonstrates that counting by race has always been
a fundamentally political process, shaping in important ways the experiences and meanings of citizenship.
This counting has also helped to create and to further ideas about race itself. The author argues that far from
being mere producers of racial statistics, American and Brazilian censuses have been the ultimate insiders
with respect to racial politics.

For most of their histories, American and Brazilian censuses were tightly controlled by state officials, social
scientists, and politicians. Over the past thirty years in the United States and the past twenty years in Brazil,
however, certain groups within civil society have organized and lobbied to alter the methods of racial
categorization. This book analyzes both the attempt of America’s multiracial movement to have a multiracial
category added to the U.S. census and the attempt by Brazil’s black movement to include racial terminology
in census forms. Because of these efforts, census bureau officials in the United States and Brazil today work
within political and institutional constraints unknown to their predecessors. Categorization has become as
much a “bottom-up” process as a “top-down” one.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

This book untitled Shades of Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern Politics to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Marlene Clabaugh:

Exactly why? Because this Shades of Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern Politics is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Steven Delorme:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Shades of Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern
Politics why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Belinda Bridges:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn. Shades
of Citizenship: Race and the Census in Modern Politics can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short free time problems.
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