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Contrary to popular belief, Stanton Garner contends, Herman Melville was not intellectually and emotionally
detached from the war. In actuality, Melville brooded over the war's enormous brutality and destructive
power. At the same time, his passion for writing, which had suffered greatly in the wake of his grand failures
of the 1850s, revived. With renewed purpose, Melville saw an opportunity to establish himself as the
prophet—poet of a rededicated America. The vehicle for this ambitious, and ultimately unfulfilled, enterprise
was to be Battle-Pieces, an epically conceived book of poems that chronicles the war from John Brown's raid
on Harper's Ferry through Lincoln's assassination.

Drawing upon previously unknown or neglected archival sources, Garner places Melville's experience within
the larger contexts of his extended family, social circles, political beliefs, travels, and reading. He establishes
Melville's position in the rift among major Northern writers in which Emerson, Longfellow, Lowell, and
Whittier were on one side and Melville, Hawthorne, and—to some extent—Whitman were on the other.

By delving into the complexities and apparent contradictions of Melville's personal life, Garner reveals why
a man who was diametrically opposed to slavery refused to side with the abolitionists and maintained the
anti-administration attitude predominant in his Democratic family while supporting the Union war effort.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Spann:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Civil War World of Herman Melville will make
you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Ellen Jorge:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Civil War World of Herman Melville, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Clarine Davidson:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Civil War World of Herman Melville. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Andrea Behnke:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the book
The Civil War World of Herman Melville we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book The Civil War World of Herman Melville. You can
more attractive than now.
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